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by the nonfulfilment by that country of the Washington Labour
Convention both in regard to the limitation of hours as well
as the employment of children and women at night. The
'unfair advantage' arising out of this was calculated to be 4 per
cent. In so far as the competition with the other important
country, the United Kingdom, in the import trade was con-
cerned, .they also agreed that, as the imports of piece-goods
from that country were of such varieties as were not produced
in India, there was no direct competition between the two.
While agreeing in this analysis of the causes of the depression,
however, they differed fundamentally in the suggestion of
remedies. The two Indian members of the Board held that
although the obvious remedy was to adopt discriminating
duties against Japan, they were precluded from recommending
this course mainly on political grounds.1 They therefore
recommended that the necessary protection to the Indian
piece-goods should be given by means of an additional duty
of 4 per cent on all imports, irrespective of the country of
origin. On the question of yarn, however, in which also there
was an element of unfair competition from Japan, they realised
that any enhancement of the duty would be a severe handicap
to the important but struggling hand-loom industry which
contributes more than a quarter of the total consumption of
piece-goods in the country. Instead of an increase in the rate
of import duty, therefore, they recommended the grant of a
bounty of one anna per lb,, or its equivalent, on yarn of 32*5 and
higher counts. The President of the Board, however dissented
from the members on both these points. He held that the
demand for protection came only from Bombay and Ahmeda-
bad, and not from the other centres of the Textile Industry in
India, that the depression in Bombay was as much due to
internal as to external competition, and that therefore the
only legitimate claim for protection that could be substantiated
1 Another reason was that the yield of a higher duty against Japan alone
would not produce sufficient money for the bounty which they proposed
to be given on the production of yarn.